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Future Proofing Outdoor Sports Complexes
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Athlete Experience - Sports Complex Layout 

Å Systems that support athlete 

performance & safety 

Å Values-based design 

process 

Å Early Involvement

Athletes

Manufacturers

Å Interactions between 

athletes and spectators
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Athlete Experience - Sports Complex Layout 

Athletic 
Fields

Practice 
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Support 
Facilities
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Fan Experience - Memorable Game Day Experience

ÅWayfinding

Å Sense of Security 

Å Interactions

Home and Visitor Teams

Home Team and Fans

Å Sense of Belonging

Å Branding 

Å Photo Opportunities
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Long-Term Maintenance 

ÅMaterials determine 

your long-term 

maintenance plan

Å Cleaning and 

Grooming Frequencies 

Å HVAC Systems 
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Pre-Planning Checklist

Å Survey

Å Borings

Å Manufacturerôs Inspection of 

Existing Conditions

Å Create a list of challenges 

and athlete performance 

issues

Å Include your coaches and 

top athletes within the 

planning and design
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The How 
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Athlete Experience

Removable Mounds D-Zone Shelter



Athlete Experience ïTurf Systems

Top 5 Considerations 

1. Turf type

2. Turf backing

3. Turf weight

4. Pile height

5. Site retention 
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Athlete Experience ïTurf Systems



Indiana University - Womenôs Field Hockey 



Track - Post-Tension Benefits
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Indiana University - Hayes Track

Ernso



Tennis - Post-Tension Benefits
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Illinois State University ïStudent Athlete Center Study Sam



Fan Experience - Circulation

Å Pedestrian Circulation to athletic complex 

Å Site Parking for athletics 
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Blocking 

Zone
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ÅMarian University ïSt. Vincent Field Master Plan 
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Fan Experience



Fan Experience - Donor Recognition

Å Located on the site 

Å Artwork / Sculptures 

Å Efficient 

Å Scalable

Å Maintainable
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Fan Experience - Involving Advancement


